
 
Participating schools must: 

- Send no more than 2 best papers 

- Provide 1–2 teachers for evaluation work 

Follow the dates and instructions carefully: 

The papers should be prompt and concise, approximately one or two pages long, and 

they should be written in English. Unfortunately, native English speakers cannot 

participate. The participating schools will arrange a monitored two-hour event in which 

the participating students will write their essays. Students can use general dictionaries, 

but not philosophical encyclopedias. The schools can select at maximum two best 

papers. The papers should be sent by e-mail. The deadline for the papers is October 

25th 2017. Diplomas will be awarded to the most illuminating papers. The names of the 

awarded participants will be announced on November 16th and the best essays will be 

published on the Internet. Therefore we also ask the participants for permission to 

publish their essays. 

The essay topics will be sent to the schools before the essay-writing event. The essays 

are to be concise and to the point, approximately one or two pages long. The 

philosophy teachers of the participating school monitor the essay writing in their 

school and select  two best essays to be sent via e-mail for the final assessments. After 

being coded, the essays are sent for assessment to the teachers of the participating 

schools. Of course, no teacher can mark an essay written by her or his students. The 



identity of the contestants is finally revealed only at the end of the assessment work. 

All essays receive two readings by teachers of participating schools during the first 

reading of the essays. This second round of readings filters the potential medal essays 

for the organizing committee. While confirming the results, it also decides the number 

of the medal essays and the number of essays to be awarded honorary mention. After 

the final assessment and confirmation of its results, the leading essays are sent to the 

former Chancellor of Helsinki University, professor emeritus Ilkka Niiniluoto, for final 

decision regarding the medals. Even if assessment and evaluation of philosophical 

merits of essays is always demanding and problematic, the organizing committee gives 

the following advice for teachers in their assessment of BSPEE essays: 

Criteria of evaluation: 

1. Relevance to the topic (max 2 points) 

2. Philosophical understanding of the topic (max 2 points) 

3. Originality (max 2 points) 

4. Persuasive power of argumentation (max 2 points) 

5. Coherence (max 2 points) 

Total maximum 10 points 

The grade boundary to enter the second round is 7,5. 

The use of the citations: In assessing the essays, the assessors do not expect the 

student to know the philosophical works of the author or the larger context of the 

citation. All that is expected of the student, as far as the citation is concerned, is to 

provide a coherent and philosophically meaningful interpretation of the citation. That 

is, (a) to identify a philosophically meaningful question that is in accordance with the 

whole citation and (b) to identify an associated claim (or an idea) that is been presented 

and then discussed. 
 

Takmičenje će biti održano 20. oktobra u 11.30 u 

kabinetu za informatiku. 

Sva dodatna obaveštenja možete dobiti od profesora 

Vesne Krivić, Filipa Nikolića i Jasminke Đurković 
 

 

 



BSPEE 2017 – General advice to the students 

Given the quote, how would you interpret the quote in a way that is 

philosophically meaningful and coherent? Notice that success in this 

very first task is fundamental for the whole essay writing. An 

interpretation that is either wholly irrelevant for the quote or very 

trivial will mean that the essay will receive very low points. Hence 

the equality among the Criteria must be taken with a grain of salt: 

zero for relevance will in effect disqualify the essay. To be taken 

seriously, the essay must meet some respectable bar of relevance. 

But some essays can certainly be more illuminating and fruitful in 

their approach to the essay topics than others, hence more relevant 

than others. 

Students can try to view the quotes as answers, statements, theses, 

assertions, claims etc. So, what would be the main question or 

questions to which they are answers, statements etc.? Also, what 

are the key concepts or main concepts that are used in the quotes 

to formulate those answers, statements, theses etc.? The student is 

advised to use these key concepts in the interpretations of the 

quotes. Once these key questions and concepts have been 

identified, more questions and concepts serving the discussion, 

analysis etc. of those main questions will give the essays 

philosophical breadth and depth. Of course, the student need not 

always use the very words included in the quotes to formulate the 

question and concepts: it is the conceptual relevance of the 

interpretation that is important, not the precise words of the 

original quotes. After all, all translations are based on conceptual 

identities and similarities (and sometimes in a very “global” 

manner). Hence the task of interpreting the quotes in a meaningful 

and relevant manner is also a challenge to translate the quote to “a 

strategy of philosophical questioning”. 



Some specific advise on the Topics 

All topics include a quote from a philosopher. We do not assume 

that the student is aware of the context of the given quote in the 

thinking of that particular philosopher. If the student happens to 

know what that context could be, given the work in which it is 

included, and its further role in philosophical discussions etc. etc., 

that will surely help the student to reveal her or his Philosophical 

Knowledge, but that does not by any means guarantee that the 

essay will receive high points. Conversely, an essay whose author 

may be quite unaware of the context of the quote in the work of 

the philosopher etc. may well receive very high points for meeting 

the Criteria. The essays are supposed to be concise and 

approximately between 1 and 2 pages long. The student is also 

expected to present her or his own philosophical viewpoint on the 

matter, hopefully backed by strong, coherent arguments along the 

way. The essays are to be concise and to the point, approximately 

between one and two pages long. The student is not expected to 

know the philosophical works of the author on whose citation she 

or he is writing. Neither is she or he assumed to know the larger 

context of the citation. All that is expected of the student, as far as 

the citation is concerned, is that she or he can provide a coherent 

and philosophically meaningful interpretation of the citation. That 

is 

(a) to identify a philosophically meaningful question that is in 

accordance with the whole citation, and 

(b) to identify and discuss an associated claim (or an idea) that is 

being presented. The student is also expected to present her or his 

own philosophical viewpoint on the matter, hopefully backed by 

strong, coherent arguments along the way. 


