
”The universe, that vast assemblage of every thing that exists, presents only matter and 

motion: the whole offers to our contemplation nothing but an immense, an uninterrupted 

succession of causes and effects[...]” 

Paul Henri Thiry D'Holbach: The System of Nature or, the Laws of the Moral and Physical 

World (1770) 

 
 

 What is universe? It’s everything, everything that surrounds us, and us ourselves, as 

conscience beings. Even that abstract thing, conscience, is universe. But still, although it is 

everything, it is a single system that can be modeled and explained, system which is not 

random, system which operates by a set of rules. Otherwise, nothing wouldn’t exist, because 

it would break apart, and distort while interacting randomly. As a single system, it is 

relatively simple, made of small portions of matter, called particles, and of interactions 

between those portions of matter. Result of those interactions is motion. And universe has its 

layers, layer of subatomic particles, layer of atoms, molecules, biomolecules… organisms… 

planets, galaxies. Layers are structures of lower layers, and they are relatively simple, from 

the context of lower layer. Simplicity of universe is found in the fact that it doesn’t have 

infinite amount of structures in any layer, there is just enormous amount of combinations so it 

is possible to explain everything, but as we get deeper in analyzing structures we find less 

and less combinations, which indicates that there is a possibility for us to reach the smallest 

thing in universe, from which everything in universe is made of. 

 How we know anything about universe? When we see something in universe, we ask 

ourselves: “What is it?”, “How it works?”, “How we can interact with it?”, “How we can 

change it?”. And we start answering those questions by first collecting data about certain 

events that occur. Secondly we try to find logic in that data. And finally, when we find it, we 

create some sort of law, rule, mathematical function... If we have found real universal law or 

a rule, results of that function on paper will always be same as results in universe, in nature. 

 There are two possibilities that universe is determined, and that it is not. Depending 

on that, we can find true answers to questions or we can’t. If universe is determined, it has 

some rules, that are always true, and it is made of matter that is always same matter, and it 

cannot be changed randomly. This also says that there are no reasons, only consequences, 

which can, in fact be predicted, if we know how universe functions. But if universe is not 

determined, we can’t predict anything precisely. And we are still too far away from being 

sure if it is, or it is not. But yet, we have proven many times that nothing in universe is 

infinite, nothing lasts infinitely long, that everything is circular, or it has it’s beginning and 

ending. And if nothing is infinite, nothing is absolute, because if we have infinite precision in 

defining something than we know that it is absolutely true, so without infinite precision there 

is no absolute truth. Which means that universe is neither determined, nor undetermined, it 

means that it has its laws but we can’t predict anything absolutely and there is always some 

mistake in prediction. Until now we have shown that universe is predictable. 

 Problem with our finding of any rule is that with the finite amount of data we can’t 

make any law that explains every possibility, because we create rules only with the data that 

universe shows us, and it is always possible that there is something that is not explained with 

our theories. Question stays, if there is no infinity, we will be able to understand everything 

once, but if there is infinity, we won’t ever explain everything, we won’t ever explain 

universe. Despite these facts the universe exists, and it is everything that surrounds us. And 

everything that we know for sure is that something happens, because we see it, and that is the 

only thing that universe gives us, “an immense, an uninterrupted succession of causes and 

effects...”  


