
Primordial deities , called the Protogonoi  (Πρωτογόνος, Protogónos – first-born), are 

the first gods and goddesses born from primordial Chaos .1 

 

• According to Hesiod, Chaos  was the first thing to exist, but next (possibly out of Chaos) 

came the five primordial deities: Gaia , Tartarus , Eros ,  Erebus  and Nyx . 

• Chaos  (Χάος, from χάος, kháos – yawning or gap) is a divine primordial condition, the 

origin of the gods and all things, that appeared like a bottomless depth. But what, if 

anything, was located on either side of this chasm is unclear. “In truth at first Chaos came 

to be”2 

• Gaia  (Γαῖα, Gaĩa, a poetical form of Γῆ, Gē – land or earth) or Gaea  is the personification 

of the Earth. She is the ancestral mother of all life: the primal Mother Earth goddess. “but 

next wide-bosomed Earth (Gaia), the ever-sure foundation of all3 the deathless ones who 

hold the peaks of snowy Olympus”4 

• Tartarus  (Τάρταρος, Tártaros – probably a word of imaginative origin, suggestive of 

something frightful) was the third of the primordial deities, following after Chaos and Gaia 

and preceding Eros. Hesiod asserts that a bronze anvil falling from heaven would fall nine 

days before it reached the earth. The anvil would take nine more days to fall from earth to 

Tartarus. Later in Greek it was almost synonymous with Hades. “and dim Tartarus in the 

depth of the wide-pathed Earth”5 

• Eros  (Ἔρως, Eros – desire), is one of the primordial gods involved in the coming into 

being of the cosmos (in the earliest sources – the cosmogonies, the earliest philosophers, 

and texts referring to the mystery religions); but in later sources, Eros is represented as the 

son of Aphrodite. “and Eros (Love), fairest among the deathless gods, who unnerves the 

limbs and overcomes the mind and wise counsels of all gods and all men within them.”6 

• Erebus  (Ἔρεβος, Erebos – deep darkness, shadow), was born from Chaos and was often 

conceived as a personification of darkness. “From Chaos came forth Erebus and black 

Night”7 

• Nyx  (Νύξ, Núx – night) was a shadowy figure, who stood at or near the beginning of 

creation and mothered some other personified deities. “but of Night were born Aether8 and 

Day, whom she conceived and bore from union in love with Erebus.”9 
 

                                                           
1 In other sources these primordial deities were born from Chronos  and Ananke . 
2 Hesiod. The Homeric Hymns and Homerica with an English Translation by Hugh G. Evelyn-White. Theogony. 
Cambridge, MA.,Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd. 1914. 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0130%3Acard%3D104  
3 Earth, in the cosmology of Hesiod, is a disk surrounded by the river Oceanus and floating upon a waste of 
waters. It is called the foundation of all, because not only trees, men, and animals, but even the hills and seas 
are supported by it. 
4 Hesiod. The Homeric Hymns and Homerica with an English Translation by Hugh G. Evelyn-White. Theogony. 
Cambridge, MA.,Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd. 1914. 
5 idem 
6 idem 
7 idem 
8 Aether is the bright, untainted upper atmosphere, as distinguished from Aer, the lower atmosphere of the 
earth. 
9 Hesiod. The Homeric Hymns and Homerica with an English Translation by Hugh G. Evelyn-White. Theogony. 
Cambridge, MA.,Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd. 1914. 
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