
Roger Scruton: „The Limits of Liberty“ 

 

What does it mean to be free ? Does it mean that there are no rules at all, or that there is nothing 

but rules ? Is it a state of an individual’s mind, or something we strive for together, as a society ? 

Are we free when we answer to no one, or when we wilingly answer to ourselvs ? What does it 

mean to be free ? 

Imagine a liberal society. What is the first thing that comes to your mind ? Maybe an idealistic, 

tolerant and democratic society. There are rules and laws, ensuring the stability of the social liberty 

and peace. But there is a problem with it, due to the fact it lacks the crucial factor to a free society. 

There is no choice. You do not willingly chose to oblige yourself to freedom, to give up on all 

immorality of this unperfect human world. You just follow rules, like you do now, even if those 

rules are the reason two thirds of the planet live in poverty. A truly free society is a union of people, 

in which every single individual willingly, and only truly willingly, takes place. That freedom 

takes many different forms, at times even as an obligation, like the one you have to your family. 

Being free does not mean you don’t follow any kind of rules, or that you are not bounded by 

anything or anyone. It means that you know what you must do, and eventually, fullfil your duty, 

because you have the feeling of right and wrong inside you. Even Immanuel Kant, in the 18th 

century knew that a human being is on their most liberal point when laws that they follow are set 

up by themselves. Not the politicians, nor the judges or lawyers. Only obeying our inner, moral 

laws, make us free. 

Nowdays’ society is the complete opposite of that. Like I earlier said, we silently follow political 

leaders that are to blame for countless wars and endless poverty all around the globe. And what 

for ? What do we expect to result from that ? Are all the problems of this world just going to 

dissappear when the future generations come. Well, as a small, and completely possibble, an 

insignificant part of the new generations, I can tell you that they aren’t dissappearing. Actually, 

they are just getting worse and worse and we are running out of time to solve those problems, 

before they end us. And why are we growing up in the constant fear that there is no future waiting 

for us ? Why are we not free ? Why are we never going to be free ? 

A free society, like the one Roger Scruton described, exists only when every single human being 

on the planet sees with eyes unclouded by hate and greed. And that is not a thing somebody could 

teach you. Everyone needs to figure that out for themselves. Everyone needs to realise that on their 

own, through unique and special situations they go through in their lifetime. Including me. Because 

to be truly free means to let go of the corrupted inside of us. 


