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4. “We define our identity always in dialogue with, sometimes in struggle against, the 
things our significant others want to see in us. Even after we outgrow some of these 
others – our parents, for instance – and they disappear from our lives, the 
conversation with them continues within us as long as we live.” 

Charles Taylor: Philosophical Arguments, Harvard University Press (1995), p.230. 

 

If we assume that the moment we are birthed we are assigined a role, so to speak, then 
I could with sincerity tell you that we would not be made aware of what this role is. 
Maybe this assumption is true and it matters not weather we strive for something 
greater, weather we struggle day in and day out, the role is still ours to play. In this role 
we may find great enrichment, and the strenght to move forward despite all odds, but 
what if to some of us this idea is very limiting. This all, of course, is subjective and i have 
no intention of going through all points of view as one can assume there is an infinite 
number of them. What i would like to question is the existance of free will, as well as 
how it is influenced by the phantom voices of our loved ones, the conditions that we 
grew up in, and our surroundings. 

 

Proving the existance of free will is extremly difficult, maybe even impossible, we will 
never know of the answer, but lets nevertheless see the arguments it is possible to 
present. It is a fact that we have no choice in where we will be born geographically, in 
what culture, in what household, to what parents. It is also correct to assume that we 
had no freedom to choose the same for our parents, neither did they for theirs and so 
on. We had no choice in our upbringing, while our brain was still in development, we 
were small and frail, not concious of the world around us, and yet we still had choices 
made for us. It is scientifically proven that all this does play a role in our lives as adults, 
not even only during such a young age, but throughout our whole childhood and lives 
after. Humans feel the need for identity, they like to indetify themselves with all sorts 
of silly things, but first and foremost this indentification process happens in relation to 
our loved ones. A childs mind is like a sponge, they learn to copy the things they see 
their parents do. Of course this was neccesary for the survival of homosapines. But in 
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this day and age, where survival isn’t a threat for most people, does this evolutionary 
trait we’ve adopted do more harm than good? 

 

We learn patterns of behaviour, patterns of thought. These are the so called phantom 
voices. The expectations of our family, friends, society. They whisper quietly, without 
pause. Phisiologically even, the neural conncetions within our brain stay the same. But 
can they be changed? We would all like to belive that the answer is yes, but still, will not 
the making of new ones present the same problem? 

Is in this case better for us to simply not change, to embrace us as we are, assume that 
with our faults we are simply playing the role we are given? The puppet is free as long 
as he loves his strings. My suggestion is that if we are to live a life in which we will not 
harm another, we must constantly revel in the quesion of who we are, and try to find 
objectivly better alternatives, at least so we can make sure that the so called freedom 
of others is not at risk. I will classify people, very widely and using objectification, in two 
groups. There are those who belive they have proven their rightness in who they are, 
and those who without rest try to disprove themselves, in favor of a more suitable 
alternative. 

 

My conclusion is as follows, it is true that these voices may never wither away, yet we 
must with intricate thought and with all our might battle them, as if in rebelion for a 
greater role than we were meant to have. 


